
BRAT-CIS – BEAVER DAM CAPACITY ASSESSMENT FORM - BASIC 

OBSERVATION INFO

Observer Name:   ____________________________ 
Reach ID: ____________________________ 

Observation Date:____________________________ 

LOCATION OF ASSESSMENT REACH 
GPS UTM Easting:     ____________________________ 
GPS UTM Northing:  ____________________________ 

Stream Name:  ______________________________ 

LENGTH OF REACH 

Length ____________    meters OR _______ x bankfull widths 

VEGETATION CAPACITY TO SUPPORT DAM BUILDING ACTIVITY

SUITABILITY OF STREAMSIDE VEGETATION 
○ Unsuitable
○ Barely Suitable
○ Moderately Suitable
○ Suitable
○ Preferred
Vegetation within 30 m of water’s edge

What vegetation types are abundant? 
□ Desirable woody (e.g. Aspen, Willow, Cottonwood)
□ Other woody (e.g. conifers, sagebrush)
□ Grasses □ Crops □ Ornamentals □ Developed

SUITABILITY OF RIPARIAN/UPLAND VEGETATION 
○ Unsuitable
○ Barely Suitable
○ Moderately Suitable
○ Suitable
○ Preferred
Vegetation within 100 m of water’s edge

What vegetation types are abundant? 
□ Desirable woody (e.g. Aspen, Willow, Cottonwood)
□ Other woody (e.g. conifers, sagebrush)
□ □ Grasses □ Crops □ Ornamentals □ Developed

DAM DENSITY CAPACITY ASSESSMENT BASED ON SUITABILITY OF VEGETATION ONLY (USE TABLE 1) 
○ None (no dams)
○ Rare (0-1 dams/km)
○ Occasional (1-4 dams/km)
○ Frequent (5-15 dams/km)
○ Pervasive (15-40 dams/km)

COMBINED CAPACITY TO SUPPORT DAM BUILDING ACTIVITY

CAN BEAVER BUILD A DAM AT BASE FLOWS? 
○ Probably can build dam
○ Can build dam
○ Can build dam (saw evidence of recent dams)
○ Could build dam at one time (saw evidence of relic dams)
○ Cannot build dam (stream power really high)

IF BEAVERS BUILD A DAM, CONSIDER WHAT HAPPENS TO 
THE DAM(S) IN A TYPICAL FLOOD ( E.G.  MEA N  A N N UA L  F L O O D )?

○ Blowout ○ Occasional Blowout
○ Occasional Breach ○ Dam Persists

HOW DOES THE REACH SLOPE IMPACT THEIR ABILITY OR 
NEED TO BUILD DAMS? 
○ Too steep they cannot build a dam (e.g. > 20% slope)
○ Probably can build dam
○ Can build dam (inferred)
○ Can build dam (evidence or current or past dams)
○ Really flat (can build dam, but might not need as many as
one dam might back up water > 0.5 km)

COMBINED DAM DENSITY CAPACITY ASSESSMENT BASED ON ALL (USE TABLE 2) 
○ None (no dams)
○ Rare (0-1 dams/km)
○ Occasional (1-4 dams/km)
○ Frequent (5-15 dams/km)
○ Pervasive (15-40 dams/km)



INFERENCE SYSTEM OF CAPACITY BASED ON VEGETATION ONLY: 



COMBINED INFERENCE SYSTEM: 
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